PHOENIX QUAKER
MEETING NEWSLETTER
(Noticias de la reunión de los Amigos de Phoenix)

NOVEMBER 2022
NOVEMBER 2022
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, November 5

12:00 Noon

Ladies’ Lunch! Focus on Fellowship
(In Person)

Sunday, November 6
(No potluck today)

9:00 – 10:00am

Discussion Group – Monthly Query Topic
(In Person)

10:00 – 11:00am

Meeting for Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
First Day School: Nancy TBD
(In Person Sunday School)

Saturday, November 12

Sunday, November 13

11:00am – Noon

Special Called Meeting on Quakers, Women
and Abortion
(In Person)

8:00 – 10:30am

Service and Learning, Racial and Economic
Justice (Spaces of Opportunity, 1200 West
Vineland, Phoenix)

9:00 – 11:00am

Move Tag Sale Items from East Classroom

10:00 – 11:00am

Meeting for Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
First Day School: Candace TBD
(In Person Sunday School)

Sunday, November 20

10:00 – 11:00am

Meeting for Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
First Day School: Nancy TBD
(In Person Sunday School)

Sunday, November 27

12:00 Noon

Thanksgiving Potluck – Bring a side dish.
(In Person)

10:00 – 11:00am

Meeting for Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
No First Day School: Thanksgiving Break
(In Person Sunday School)

11:30am – 12:30pm

Peace and Social Concerns
Committee Meeting

!!!!!!HELP NEEDED!!!!!!
For several years now, we’ve been trying to find a small contractor who
can replace the facia on the Ramada. We have not been able to reach
the fellow who did an excellent job on the west side of the building. We
know where to get the wood. We need skilled and strong workers (the
best would be a construction team who know this kind of job) who can
remove the current facia, which is disintegrating, and who can both build
the laminated east facia and who can install the three sides that have not
been replaced. Good Stewardship calls us to get this job done, sooner
than later! Call Nancy at 602-708-4614 with information.

THE MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO BUSINESS
"Hello, Friends. I am Patricia Thomas, presiding clerk of Wilmington Yearly Meeting in Ohio and
Tennessee, USA. My membership is in Campus Friends Meeting, a welcoming and affirming
unprogrammed meeting for worship in Wilmington, Ohio.... After years of service as presiding clerk of
various committees and task forces, monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings I am convinced that
Quaker business process when it is faithfully practiced, is our gift to the world.
When Friends understand the difference between consensus and sense of the meeting, when we have
learned the art of listening, when we release our ideas into the deep fellowship of the Spirit, and when
we allow ourselves to be directed to the solution that awaits us, God gets a voice, and the business
session becomes a meeting for worship with attention to business. In this sacred space we are open
to transformation…."

WISDOM
When making decisions most people ask,
‘Will it help me or my family now or in the
next shareholders’ meeting or my next
election campaign?’ The hallmark of
wisdom is asking, ‘What effect will the
decision I make today have on future
generations? On the health of the planet?’”
~ Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams, The
Book of HOPE, 2021

GETTING OLD IS FUN!
Gloria and Nancy helped Judy celebrate another
birthday on October 5 at El Chullo Peruvian
Restaurant in Phoenix. They gave us all authentic
Peruvian hats to wear as they sang Happy
Birthday to Judy!

~ Thanks to the FWCC Newsletter for this.

THE WEB OF LIFE
This writing is about Alexander von Humboldt’s
climb of Mt. Chimborazo, Ecuador, and “the
moment he took everything he knew about the
natural world and wove it into a cohesive vision
that would change worldview forever,” from
Andrea Wulf’s The Invention of Nature: Alexander
von Humboldt’s New World (2015).
“Looking down Chimborazo’s slopes [on June 22,
1802] and the mountain ranges in the distance,
everything that Humboldt had seen in the
previous years came together. His brother
Wilhelm had long believed that Alexander’s mind
was made ‘to connect ideas, to detect chains of
things’. As he stood that day on Chimborazo,
Humboldt absorbed what lay in front of him while
his mind reached back to all the plants, rock
formations and measurements that he had seen
and taken on the slopes of the Alps, the Pyrenees
and in Tenerife. Everything that he had ever
observed fell into place.

Nature, Humboldt realized, was a web of life and
a global force. He was, a colleague later said, the
first to understand that everything was interwoven
as with ‘a thousand threads’. This new idea of
nature was to change the way people understood
the world.” [Wulf, Invention].
“Humboldt’s ideas influenced other important
scientists and how his observations of the
americas — slavery, environmental devastation,
and colonialism — showed for the first time the
severe impact Europeans had had on native
populations. He was the first [known] person to
observe human made climate change.”
~ Kathryn Aalto, Writing Wild, 2020, in the
chapter on writer Andrea Wulf

THE PACIFIST AND THE SOLDIER
It is well to remember that the sense of dedication and willingness to sacrifice is not limited to pacifists.
The mother watching her sons go off to war, the idealistic young soldier preparing for his first baptism
of fire, are not figures to belittle. They are making far greater sacrifices for their belief than most pacifists
are making for theirs. We should never lose our humbleness of spirit and our sense of fellowship with
those who, though they do not agree with us, are under great emotional and spiritual strain and showing
a devotion as great, if not greater, than our own. . .
~From Pacifist Living Today and Tomorrow, a report on the 1941 seminar, “Pacifism under
Conscription, in Time of War, and in Time of Post-War Reconstruction,” initiated by the Peace Section
of the American Friends Service Committee, Western Friend’s Extra Extra, October 15, 2022

Yard signs for free at Meeting, including stakes. East utility room. Ask Nancy

AFSC WEST VISITS PHOENIX MEETING:
Interview with Jon Krieg and Patti McKee of Des Moines, Iowa
On Monday, Sept 26, Jon Krieg and his wife Patti visited with Vance and Nancy on their way back to
Iowa. This was an ideal time to find out more about what Jon does with AFSC.
Here’s Jon:
My title is Regional Communications Specialist, which means I help tell the stories of AFSC’s work in
the West and Midwest Regions. Those programs include:
West
New Mexico People and the Land Program (Albuquerque);
Colorado Immigrant Rights Program (Denver); US/Mexico
Border Program (San Diego); Los Angeles Roots For Peace;
Pan Valley Institute (Fresno); California Healing Justice
(Oakland); 67 Sueños (Oakland); Economic Activism (Oakland);
and Oregon-Washington Immigrants Voice Program.
Midwest
Palestine Activism Program (Chicago); Chicago Peacebuilding
Program; Michigan Criminal Justice Program; Twin Cities
Healing Justice Program; and St. Louis Peacebuilding Program.
More information about AFSC’s work is available at www.afsc.org. AFSC currently has no program
work in Iowa, where I live.
I produce monthly newsletters for both these regions and also support AFSC’s three thematic networks:
Healing Justice, Economic Justice, and Human Migration and Mobility. I also create reports for donors.
I’m very appreciative of Nancy forwarding the monthly West Region News to Friends in Phoenix. That
newsletter often includes action steps. Friends can also connect with AFSC via www.afsc.org/friends
and www.afsc.org/get-involved. We hope to have an AFSC liaison in all Friends Meetings throughout
the West. We’re also currently seeking a new Director of Quaker Engagement. You can view that job
opening and others at www.afsc.org/jobs.
Friends can support me by holding me and all AFSC staff and volunteers in the Light. Your financial
support
is
also
most
welcome
at
www.afsc.org/give.
A PRAYER FOR HELPING THE POOR
Dear Lord,
Help us to be your voice,
speaking out love and acceptance.
Help us to be your feet,
walking beside those in need.
Help us to be your hands,
to clothe, feed, and shelter them.
Amen

FIND US ONLINE
Our website:
www.PhoenixQuakers.org

Find us on Facebook at
@PhoenixQuakerMeeting

An Urgent Call to the Religious Society of Friends

May 2022: The Morningside Friends Meeting
We Quakers, members of the Religious Society of Friends, hold strongly to the principle of speaking
truth with integrity.
In this country, in 2020, we witnessed an attempted coup. The January 6 assault on the Capitol was a
deliberate, violent attempt to prevent Joe Biden — the clear winner of the 2020 election — from
taking office and keeping then-president Donald Trump in power. To maintain that the last election
was riddled with fraud is demonstrably false.
As Friends, we feel called to speak out against these falsehoods and anti-democratic actions.
We urge Friends to discern the deep truths that provide a foundation for active love, wisdom,
compassion, and a truly democratic electoral system—and then to actively support such changes. We
know that love conquers fear. Let us lean into Divine Love and find ways forward in Truth.

Possible Actions
Defending Truth
We urge all Friends to discern the deep truths that provide a foundation for active love, wisdom,
compassion, and peace in the world — and then to defend them. We ask:
*

Individual Friends to search yourselves about the threats to our country, and the world, and to
witness publicly to the truths that you discern are grounded in your experience of the Spirit.

*

Quaker meetings and organizations to issue public statements calling out lies and the purveyors
of lies, all in the context of our understanding of love, equality, and justice for all. Working for
True Equality and Justice for All We urge Friends to act for equality and equity within our diverse
society:

Working for True Equality and Justice for All
*

We urge Friends to act for equality and equity within our diverse society:
Join or support organizations led by people of color which are working for the empowerment of
black, brown, indigenous and Asian people and communities.

*

Speak, write, and protest in support for full equality of all people in American society, whatever
their racial or sexual identity, gender, or class.

*

Support legislative and economic changes that would lead to actual equity among all peoples.

Promoting Free and Fair Elections
Stemming from our testimonies of Integrity and Equality, we urge Friends to:
*

Support non-partisan voter-registration drives, particularly in communities under attack from
those seeking to prevent them from voting.

*

Publicly condemn partisan efforts to restrict access to voting.

*

Confront partisan efforts to seize control of the election administration apparatus.

*

Support conscientious, non-partisan election officials in our communities.

*

Volunteer as poll workers, election monitors, and drivers to get people to the polls.

Preparing for Non-Violent Resistance
We believe that as a religious society grounded in nonviolence, we can:
*

Initiate discussions on the impacts of voter suppression and new laws enabling partisan actors to
legally throw out ballots and change the results of elections, then garnering support for
nonviolent resistance against all this, and forming community-based networks of support for
such actions.

*

Arrange for nonviolent direct-action training in our Quaker meetings and organizations, as well
as with others in our larger communities.

*

Form small “affinity groups” that can prepare to carry out direct actions in support of free and
fair elections and the state and local officials who support them.

*

Support wider efforts to plan and organize nonviolent resistance on a state and nationwide level,
as needed.

You can endorse this Quaker message, find additional resources, register for national conversations
on these issues, report on specific actions that you, your meeting, or your organization has
undertaken, and sign up for continued updates at www.quakercall.net. We also welcome your
questions, suggestions, and resources at info@quakercall.net.

It may fairly be said that the whole neighbourhood was slowly uplifted by the coming of one quiet life
into its midst. ~A memoir of William Dent (1778–1861)
© 2021 Morningside Monthly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends.
~ Taken from QuakerCallto Action.net, signed by about 19 Quakers.
For more information, go to the website.

OUR BILINGUAL CORNER
In appreciation of Friends in our Western Hemisphere, and in our Meeting, for whom Spanish might
be a first Language, and for “gringos” who might want to learn more Spanish, we include a monthly
spiritual message in both English and Spanish.
¿A quién enviaré irá por nosotras?

Who shall I send, and who will go for us? (Isiah 6:8)

Bendecida para Bendecir

We are blessed to bless others.

~ Thanks to FWCC, Section of the Americas, from Friends World News 2022, vol. 1, No. 192,
on the First-Ever African and Latin American Women’s Conference in October, 2021

NEW PAMPHLETS FROM PENDLE HILL
1.#435: “You Are My Witnesses:” Witness and Testimony in the Biblical and
Quaker Tradition, by Thomas Gates.
Gates asks and discusses the following questions:
1) Is Your God Big Enough? Witness against Idolatry;
2) Is Your God Close Enough? The Witness Within;
3) Is Your God Real Enough? Witness as Testimony;
4) Testimony as Stories of Witness; and
5) Witness in the Shadow of Empire.
Gates draws from the Bible, the experience of early Friends, and the lives
and experiences of more recent Friends as well.
2. # 476: “RADICAL TRANSFORMATION: Long Overdue for the Religious Society of Friends”, by
Vanessa Julye.
Julye draws upon the experiences of notable Friends of color Barrington Dunbar and Dwight SpannWilson, who both felt painfully the failure of the white culture in their own Friends’ meetings.
Julye provides the metaphor of the transformation of the tobacco hornworm from caterpillar to adult
moth to suggest how the “old body parts…go through an incredible change called metamorphosis.”
This must be read to be absorbed fully. We are challenged to change, deeply, from within.
Other Quaker Newsletters for us to Read:
Quaker EarthCare Witness Befriending Creation
FWCC Friends World News
FCNL Washington Newsletter
All these pamphlets and newsletters are free for the taking. Please return PH Pamphlets.
southeast table.

See

ON COMMUNITY:
What I learned from my sick son and my almost-well husband
Over 42 years ago, the little tyke was coughing and a little feverish. I worried. I read the booklet from
the Doctors’ office (50 pages of wonderful tips for new parents) and called the doctor’s office. “Give
him fluids, take his temperature,” was the advice. “And if he’s not better, call tomorrow.” Well, I did
what they said, and this 20-pound kiddo felt more feverish in the morning. I called again. “Bring him in
right away,” they said. Turned out it was pneumonia. While I would have felt better rushing in
yesterday, I knew the doctors were partnering with me to follow the voice of experience and also pay
close attention. We got the required antibiotics and now he’s a strapping 6 foot, 200 pound healthy
metal artist.
The hubby: Five years ago, doing a biopsy for possible cancer, he felt crummy Friday and Saturday.
On Sunday, he sent me off to Meeting by myself. When I returned, he had been to the ER because he
felt so bad, and they sent him home with an Rx for some new antibiotics. I went out to get them, and
when I returned, he was unresponsive and feverish. I called 911. This fantastic fireman took all the
frozen peas and corn, put them on his stomach, cooled him down as best they could and rushed him
back to the ER, staying there for 1/2 hour until they were sure he’d pull through. After several days on
massive drugs and system “flushing” in the ICU, he recovered.
Fast forward: October 2, 2022. Judy called unsaid, “What’s up with Vance?” I was boarding a plane in
Seattle and hadn’t a clue. “Sorry to bother you,” she started to say. But I went into hyper-drive. “No,
this could be serious! Either you or Tom call Vance, and if you don’t get an answer, go over. Here’s
how to break in the back way. You’ve got to see if he’s OK.” Turned out, he was “almost’ OK. Vance
called me, there was no emergency, and the flight back from Seattle was much less stressful.
What I learned: two things. #1: If your instinct says your loved one is sick, keep on the case until you
are assured that s/he is getting the care they need. Do NOT be talked out of it. And #2) call upon your
friends in your community. That’s what we are here for, to be part of a blessed community for each
other. Thanks to Judy and Tom for your follow up.
~ Nancy Marshall

Letters to Auntie Upswaddle
Dear Auntie Upswaddle:
I just came back from Arizona Half Yearly Meeting at Camp Emmanuel
Pines in Prescott. You wouldn’t believe the fun I had, Auntie! There was
terrific kids’ program and we got to do neat stuff away from the grown-ups.
We went on a short hike up the hill to the low ropes. The older girls and
we younger guys took turns making up games and challenges for each
other. There were boards, ropes, cables, tires, and the great outdoors. Then we went back to
Prescott cabin and made stuff in clay until lunch. All the meals were great. I ate everything except the
olives. In the afternoon we made rain sticks out of recycled mailing tubes and pebbles from the dirt
road. Then two ladies came and we got together with the grown-ups. The ladies talked about nature
and had us play a blindfold game of hugging a tree and then spinning around and then trying to go
back and find it. We did that with a partner. I am so glad I did it with a grown-up partner because I
think one of the other kids would’ve tripped me up or spun me around so I couldn’t find my tree. The
whole thing made me appreciate that ponderosa pine tree a whole more than before, when I just took
it for granted. At night after dinner, we lit little battery-run candles up in the chapel and put sticks
around to pretend it was a campfire like in the past. But it was too cold and windy for a real fire. We
told jokes. Some of them were really funny! Auntie Upswaddle, I loved being with other Quaker kids
and the adults were cool too. But I wish you had been there because I think you would have loved it.
They talked about simple gifts and I think they thought that hugging the threes and hanging out with
us was simply the best simple gift they could have ever received. Next year, will you come too?

Your bkf (best kid friend), Aiden

Dear bkf Aiden:
Sounds so wonderful! I’m glad you had a good time. You betcha I will come to AHYM next fall. But I
hear that there will be an AHYM in the valley this spring, in March. My friend told me that Phoenix
Meeting will be hosting the get-together and that there will be a kids’ program. Maybe I’ll get to see
you then. Let’s put that date on our calendars as soon as we know!!!
Your friend,
Auntie Wilhemina Elspeth Upswaddle

AHYM wild and crazy ropes

AHYM our kids' group

AHYM faux campfire

